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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

KAWERONGO 

 Principal’s Panui 

 

 The recent Learning Conferences reflected how we are leveraging digital to better share 
children's’ learning and progress with whanau. Eventually you will be able to access a broad 
range of information about your child online. As mentioned in the last newsletter we are 
customising the software over the next few months.  

We also asked for feedback from the migration focus last term and ideas for next term’s inquiry 
at the conferences. The information you contributed is appreciated, useful and helps us develop 
a ‘local curriculum.’ There is a definite excitement amongst the children who are continually 
bringing ideas to my office for consideration. Miss Thomas’ Launchpad group are renovating the 
patio area outside the library. The Piwakawaka bee garden in the same area is thriving. There 
are a number of other projects at various stages of development that have been driven by the 
children's 'voice.  

Thank you to the members of the kapa haka and Whaea Erana who supported me in the 
whakatau or welcome at Orakei Marae last Friday. It was the first time that the school waiata 
has been performed outside the school. The tangata whenua at the marae shared their history 
and were positively impressed by the team. 

Mrs Sewsanker, Mrs Mills, Mrs Ritzema–Bain and I will be presenting at the New Pedagogies for 
Deep Learning Conference in Christchurch in the holidays. We will be sharing the inspiring work 
our school leaders and teachers have achieved. We have also hosted visitors from other schools 
recently who are interested in implementing similar approaches in their context.  

The newly elected  board of trustees met for the first time last week. Ratima Rolleston has been 
re-elected as chairperson. We welcome Nick Eacott, Daena Colebrook and Jermaine Nikara as 
new members. Roxanne Mason and Tania Mills remain from the previous board. We are blessed 
with a wide range of skills to strategically drive the school forward. 

I would like to acknowledge our learning support team led by Mrs Ritzema–Bain. They are 
responsible for high quality programmes that assist children to reach their potential. The scope 
of their work includes teaching English to children who speak other first languages and those 
who need acceleration in learning. They have also made the library a more vibrant learning 
environment. The school was recently audited regarding the use of funding for English Language 
Learners. The summary report made special mention of the excellent work of this team and their 
initiative. 

 

    

Ka kite 

Gavin Beere          

Hillpark School Values 

CHALLENGE 

COLLABORATION 

DIVERSITY 

LEARNING 

RESPECT 



 

 

Last week we opened our school hall during Learning Conferences to showcase the amazing deep learning of 
our children over Term 3. Our inquiry learning focus, ‘On The Move: A Story In Every Suitcase’ helped us to 
understand the impact of migration. Our big questions were: How do strangers become friends? What needs 
to happen to enable newcomers to our community to thrive? How can we help? What are the push and pull 
factors in migration? How does  the movement of people affect cultural diversity in New Zealand? 

The learning displays about how we collaborated were appreciated by our families/whanau and we had some 
great feedback. 

Some of the feedback received: 

“Loved seeing what the kids have been up to. It gives me a greater insight into what happens at school and  
what they’re learning about. Ka pai!” 

” I can see there is a strong tie to collaboration. Well done team.” 

“Love the story of migration. What a great way of understanding different cultures and stories.” 

“Great to see our children’s  learning and getting an insight of different perspectives. Great work teachers.” 

 

We value this feedback greatly and use it to help plan new learning experiences for our tamariki. 

Thank you to all those who took time to give it! 

 

Awhina i te kainga 

 

Dates to Remember 

5 July:   Last day of the school term 

5 July:   Whole school Celebration Assembly 

22 July:  Term 3 starts—Powhiri for new students in the School Hall 

 

 

 



 
NZ Police recently launched a new non emergency number, 105. We’ve done this to make it 
easier to get hold of us in the event of non-urgent situations or ‘Things which have Already 
Happened’, which don’t require Police assistance immediately. 
You can call us on 105 for all non emergencies, or you can go online at 105.police.govt.nz to 
report things like: 

- Lost property 
- Theft for a public place or car 
- Intentional property damage 
- Or to get an update or add info to a previous report 
In the event of an emergency, always call 111 - Things that are Happening Now. 
  

 

NZ POLICE—105 

 

http://105.police.govt.nz/


 
Helen O'Grady Drama Academy -- The Difference is DRAMATIC!  
 
Confidence, Creativity, Communication 

Presentation Skills, Public Speaking, Performance 

  
Bringing out the best in everyone! For students aged 5 to 17 years. 
  
Enrolling now for Term 3 classes in your local area. For further details, please ring Debbie 
Napier on 836-0233 or email:  debbiehelenogrady@gmail.com 

Check out www. helenogrady.co.nz      

http://gmail.com/
http://helenogrady.co.nz/


 

 

 

SCHOOL DONATIONS  

You can pay your School Donation for 2019 via Kindo,  

Direct credit  Bank account details: ASB 12 3032 0762417 00 (Please state your child’s name and 
room number as reference. 

or Eftpos at the office. 

 

3+ children           Full year $360   

2 children             Full year $260  

1 child                  Full Year $140  

Alternately you can pay $35 per term per individual child. 

A discount of 10% applies if paid in the first two terms. 

 

 

School Donations  

 

 

Kindo is our new online shop  and you can register with this website for any school related 

costs, INCLUDING TRIPS, EVENTS etc with the exception of school uniforms and stationery.  

To register with Kindo use this link:  

New user registration link:  

https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/handshake.shtml?&shop=Hillpark%20School Shop: https://
shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/user_home.shtml?session=false&shop=hillpark%20School 

 

ASB banking here at school 

Join up and become a  

regular banker. 

Drop your  money into the 
elephant bank deposit box at 
the office and watch your  

balance grow! 

https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/handshake.shtml?&shop=Hillpark%20School


Thanks to our sponsors of the school for their on-going support 


